TO:         Victor Town Board Members and Victor Town Supervisor Bamann
FROM:   Michael Barry of Dryer Rd./Hunter Run, Victor NY
DATE:    Monday March 26, 2007

All,

As it relates to the contamination described in the D&C this past Sunday, There is nobody in this room or in this community that can look me in the eye and tell me I have nothing to worry about, that I am over reacting, that I am out of line or that I don’t know what I’m about to talk about.

The two main concerns I have here today is the obvious health issue, but also a property value issue.  Per the response I received today, these are also the most common concerns from the community.    As an example, I received a call today from Belguim, yes the country of Belguim.   It was from the wife of a solder that is stationed there.  She grew up here in Victor on Rawson Rd.  She wanted to know what I new and who she could talk to because she wonders if this might be related to her grandfathers death a few years back from a mysterious cancer.   I gave her an overview of my story and talked about the ongoing concerns that I have … I now share this with you … 

In November of 1999 I was notified by the DOH that my drinking well was contaminated at rates between 45 or 50 times the acceptable levels for public consumption.   Since then, my family, my wife, my kids have been living in an environment where our health and well being is in question.  
It took me nearly a year of effort to get assistance for a connection to the public water supply after the DOH told me to stop drinking and showering with my well water.   This included an attempt by the Victor Town Board to have me sign a contract promising to payback connection fees once the DEC superfund monies became available.

They seemed to care more about the financial aspect than the obvious health concerns.

As the story goes, Mr. James Craft (a DEC field engineer) fought like a dog for me and with me to get the financial assistance need to pay the $3K bill.  In this effort, he contacted the federal EPA in attempt to see if they could help.    As it turns out they did nothing and we had to wait for the additional data to be collected and analized.  The results had to show, with very high degree of probability,  where the source of contamination was likely to be.    Also part of the protocol for having the contamination study continue was some requirement that the DEC have negotiations with the owners of the property they suspected as the source of contamination.  If they could get cooperation from the owners of the DLS Sand and Gravel mine they could then get access to the mine site to collect additional data that would help in designing a clean-up plan.   There was no cooperation, the conversations between the DEC attorneys and the Syracusa attorneys took some 4 or 5 years.     

All during this time, the health and welfare of my family and the rest of the community remained at risk.  Numerous attempts to get help in moving the study past this negotiation phase failed because everybody said we had to wait for the negotiations to work them selfs out.

In addition,  many attempts at bringing these contamination facts to the attention of other representatives such as the Town Assessor (as it relates to the property value of my house), went un-cared for or ignored.   As an example,  when I questioned the Town Assessor why my 1.4 acre land assessment was more than the same 1.4 acre land assessment for Council Maltman (who lives kitty corner to me) knowing that my well was contaminated and his was not … he did not have an answer for me and kept my land assessment at a higher value than Maltman’s.    Currently there are at least 6 houses with in a ½ mile of me that have been on the market for some time now and are unable to sell.  There is also the Zulesdorf property that lost a ½ million dollar sale because of the contamination.
As it stands today, I have attempted to get the federal EPA in the game to help us collect independent data on water contamination at the DLS Sand & Gravel federally regulated mine.  The purpose of this is to make sure that we have the most amount of data that we can get so as to ensure that any clean-up efforts have integrity.    Related to this idea, I have also got the Mine Safety Health Administration to collect air samples on the mine site.  This data can be used and integrated with the vapor data being collected by the DEC.   Again, we will have collected the most amount of data possible so as to ensure that any clean-up efforts are accurate and reliable. 

But as it stands today, I am getting resistance from the DEC on this issue.  The upper management people refuse to contact the EPA for help.  Because of this, I have contacted Congressman Kuhl and requested that he immediately speak with the head of the EPA and find out when we can expect EPA resources to be on site to drill wells and collect data.   This afternoons D&C web page indicates that the Regional Administrator for the EPA, Alan J. Steinburg has said that he wants to speak with the state officials in Albany later today to inquire about the need for EPA involvement.   This is a perfect opportunity to ask the him:   When can we expect EPA resources to be on site drilling sampling wells and collecting data?   Can we be assured that the EPA and DEC will cooperate in sharing and analyzing the data so as to ensure the integrity of any proposed clean-up plan? 
I expect all of my representatives at the Town, State and Federal levels to stand behind me in getting this ongoing study the help it needs and to collect the data needed to give the community a high degree of confidence that things are going to get cleaned up.  In addition, I expect these same representatives to acknowledge the problem as a community wide problem and to accept responsibility for the health and welfare of my family.

For starters, I look to Councilman Maltman and say:   You have known about this contamination since it effected the Moddock Springs,  You where on the Town Board that attempted to have me sign a contract for hook-up fees,  You knew at the time that the Town had a reserve fund that could have paid for not only my connection to the public water supply but other homeowners as well … You are my neighbor for god’s sake!!!

Your non-response is not a representation of the peoples will!!!  Councilman Maltman, I call on your resignation here, now.   

In addition, I look to the Town Assessor and also request his resignation.   You have been presented facts about property values from me on this contamination issue in the past   and how it effects my property value, and now the community knows it.  You are no longer an effective representative.  You too must resign here, now.
As for all other elected officials, Town Board Members, Town Supervisor Bamann, State Senator Nozzolio, State Assemblymen Errigo, U.S. Congressman Kuhl, U.S. Senators Clinton and Shumer,  ….  I expect nothing less that full cooperation with each and everyone of my requests from here on out.    I expect that you will all work together with out complaint or incident to get this contamination issue moving forward and ultimately for a successful clean-up.  If for some reason any of you can not live up to these standards and expectations, I call on your immediate resignation as well.
